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Our readers will be interested to hear further of our Japanese f rieil( , 
Madame Tel Sono. 

MADAME TEL SONO’S WORK IN JAPAN. 

••A oretty Japanese house with the panels thrown as wide as possible and 
the sunshine pouring full down on a vivacious lady in a black and grey 
n an( j on her little maid in brilliant blue and white, kneeling by h er 
side, that was my first impression of quite one of the most interesting 
women I have met on my way round the world, Madame Tel Sono, th e 
only woman lawyer who ever practised in Japan, the first woman reformer. 
.. come in,” she said as we pulled off our shoes, and jumping up on the 
ledge of the room followed her inside. “ J give you a real Japanese 
welcome,” shaking hands warmly “ I can’t tell you how glad I am to see 
you. Oh, it makes me feel quite home sick ; 1 think of my dear, dear 
friends in England. ’ Then we squatted on the silken cushions, and she 
talked of her experiences in England, and of the kindness she had received 
there and the help in her work. Her face lighted up and grew beautiful 
with the rare quality of gratitude, kindness remembered. She led the 
way across the garden. The school adjoining the house, though only a 
framework, was growing very quickly. It was composed of thin spars of 
wood filled in with clay. The schoolrooms are downstairs with the 
secretary’s office. Upstairs are the bedrooms in which the girls are to 
sleep, Japanese fashion, on the floor on mats. “I mean to give my <rj r i s a 
good education, and to teach them to keep house, but I do not mean to 
teach them to give up their Japanese ways,” said Madame Sono She 
seemed to be full of interest in her work, spoke of her plans for the future 
and day by day was watching the growing of her school before her eyes 

thinking always of .ha welfare of ,l, e girls who were be her charie 
The school is so near my house ’ she siirl < t „„„ • , , cnarge, 

verandah. I mean ,o U aL , 1 “^, s as ff°,hfv 
children. I shall be always near them a ,f , “ h y Were my own 
my own eyes.’ We had thl pleasure that"^' haV V hem alvva T s under 
Sono’s daughter, a doctor’s wffe ■ Goo^d Iur T™" ° f . meetln S Madame 
of Japan,” I thought as we passed rhm 1 V° y ° U ’ braVe httle woman 
smiling us a farewell. She was as it U “ ° UtCr gate « and saw her 

of her school, a huge tribute to the™ enshnned ln the gaunt framework 
woman of a nation among- whom ,11 ener gy and determination of this 
charm.” {Extract from Letter ) ' vomen have a peculiar interest and 

F. Marie Imandt. 

By kind permission of Mrs Fr, 1 r 

luesday . May 7 th, 3 . 3 ot 0 6 ., to\nv“r ifi’ fu* Mai wil1 be at home on 

their mothers, who are cordially invited to be preseT^ nGpheWS ^ 
Edwiation, ImblesMe^ *** ** address to the 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


HOW TO TEACH THE BIBLE TO OUR 

CHILDREN. 

By the Rev. Henry Seeley. 

No. IV. 

He had early learn’d 
To reverence the volume which displays 
The mystery — the life which cannot die. 

THROUGHOUT these papers a different mode, in the main, has 
been demanded for the teaching of the Bible to the young, 
from that adopted in any other literary teaching , lor the 
reason that the Bible is not a book among books, for though 
of necessity it must be taught with other books, yet it stan s 
in a unique position of its own. I am not thinking specially 
now of its sacredness, but of the fact, practically sp«>™g, 
that there is no other book that we desire to deal w.th in 
way in which, by common consent, we wish to dea 
Bible. Name any subject of general tns.ruc.ton you ' please 
history. You choose the best book you can tor the 
you are teaching upon. But it is not that you may * a J- 

that, or the other historian, ^Sy a c^Hbutml a 
which subject the historian s boo - > b j ects ; in 

book among books. In other things we teach £ 

these papers the thing we are consld ^ 1 " 8 R j nee d not 

of a subject, but the teaching of the Bible I 
further enlarge upon this point, except, perhaps, 
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TEACH THE BIBLE TO OUR CHILDREN. 


be here said, that while the works of historians, poets, and 
travellers, are used to teach history, poetry and geography, 
here, on the other hand, the books whose subsidiary Use ^ 
are recommending for the purpose we have in view, are u Sed 
in order to aid in teaching the Bible. 

To proceed, therefore. Parents and teachers will, of 
course, draw largely in the work of teaching the Bible f rorn 
the wealth of their own knowledge. In the teaching 0 j 
general subjects, good teachers usually prefer keeping their 
books in the background, and teaching viva voce from their 
own previously acquired accurate knowledge of what the 
books contain. Why ? Because they want to teach the 
subject, not the book. They long that the, child should know 
that the text-book was made for the subject, and not the 
subject for the text-book. How much childish misery would 
have been usefully spared if this principle had been grasped 
by former generations of educationists, in regard, say, of 
grammar! If only children can grasp the genius of a 
language, how gladly would we discard the scaffolding-poles 
of grammars and exercises ! 


” L11C ueiore us, which 

each.ng /fc Btbk . Let alI text . books that aid our work ( 

erasD fnTflh ’ ° r ?' aSlde ’ ' f S ° be We Can ?et the children I 
? 0 ,' t L h h ' rn i ‘ ,elve ' s the nature of the Bible. This brings t 

■magine te ^ ° f the theme we are pursuing. 

ultimate object VmeXtLT a !( eady sayin « that if th 

better to avoid in h he teacbln g °f the Bible, it wer 

especially it is , an lm P ortant mistake; for of the Bibl 

giveth life. This is tniV ^ ^ lettGr killeth but the spiri 
mind in what has alrea / * 6 dan §' er ba s been borne ii 

dose and intimate and ? WrittGn ’ tbat there may be , 

Scripture, without tt^ - learned ac< I ua intance with the text o 
without the Word Va ^ Ue . bav mg been discovered 

Incarnate. (Observe tbl hai l ln 8’ led up to the Wort 
a11 that, the Lord Jesus ° f , Hebrews iv. 12, 13.) Fo: 

only known to us in the Rn? « the sub J ect of the Bible, is 
Word of God, the more wet' the HoI y S P irit uses thf 

the better. So our Lord virtual™ ° f the teXt of the Scriptures 
will accuse us in these ari-i t ytau £ bt i n Luke xxiv. Noonf 
m ere teaching of the Bible ^ ° f bein & sat isfied with thf 

But we teach the Bible as the 
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means to the end ; and, indeed, it is all we can do, for it is 
the office of the Holy Spirit himself to take of the things 
that are Christ s, and to shew them to us. So after all for us 
the teaching of the Bible remains the subject, nor are we 
likely now to teach it, merely as a book. 

And the more we ourselves know of the Bible, the more we 
shall teach, and there is moreover a reciprocal effect in the 
very teaching, as, indeed, is the case in other subjects of in- 
struction. “ He that watereth shall be watered also himself.” 
Let us endeavour also to speak not merely from our know- 
ledge, but from our love of the Bible ; and, consistently with 
what has been said, this love will be an affection for the Word 
of God for what it teaches, and not solely the literary attach- 
ment to the Bible, which is not wanting in innumerable 
readers to-day. 

We can only be satisfied that we have done our duty, when 
we have done what we can to promote, as our real aim, the 
private and devotional reading of the Bible by our children 
both at home and at school. Of course this is not all — the 
Bible has other uses, but we must beware of the effect of our 
instructions, although we might otherwise impart, by way of 
task-study, an unusual amount of Bible knowledge. We 
want to tempt the children to read by themselves for 
their own pleasure, and because of their own desire to 
profit. I would, therefore, deprecate more than a really 
necessary use of the sacred volume as a school-book. It is, 
I know, only too easy to make an opposite blunder, and out 
of an affectation of reverence and regard for the divine 
oracles, to avoid almost entirely what we are calling the 
learning of the Bible. We note this in passing as a grievous 


m The Bible should never be put into the childrens hands for 
reading or learning by way of punishment. Much might 
said against this error, but surely it is not rec l aKS * ®" ht 

It is not necessary always to ascertain the doC ZZTbtn 
by any special passage. Indeed, 

able to attain to s ° ™f ^™ 00 S often tak e„ for granted 
seem like a truism, but that it is anything in 

that children should not be encourage adapted to 

the Bible, bu, the parts that are supposed to be adapted 

their age and capacity. 
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There is no disadvantage in reading much , so that We read 
carefully, albeit that large portions are not understood. We 
all do this, if we are general Bible readers or students. I t i$ 
our duty to get to know the literal contents of the Bible } 
either with a present or ulterior view to their meaning.’ 
Martin Luther wisely said “ A good texluary is a good 
theologian.” A large amount of the prevailing looseness of 
doctrine that may well be lamented is due to the very general 
ignorance of the scriptures as a whole ; and, by the way, the 
clergy throughout England are apt to discover this ignorance 
where least it might be suspected, namely among the very 
class in life in which the Parents' Review finds most of its 
readers. Among the laity, the majority of earnest Bible 
readers is to be found among the lower middle classes, and 
those socially beneath them. 

In teaching what is commonly called “ doctrine,” it is best 
that Scripture terms should in the main be adhered to, and 
this involves a large acquaintance with the language and 
phraseology of Scripture. Needless divisions of earnest men 
politely termed schools of thought," but often rather opposing 
parties have been largely ranged round words and phrases 
of which the Bible knows nothing. Now if we can really 
make our children the intelligent possessors of the whole 

Lndl’e U we "b n S n tS g6neral SC0 P e ' and knowing how to 
Sv aJl , T™ giVe " ‘ hem the best method ol 

selves Ld avo di y trUe doctrines 

selves, and avoiding or replying to the false 

r tting ,o k "° w i ma y be 

Book of Common^ray^^T'whT th ° Ughtful use of the 
finding and following of lessons ^ 

services of the Chnrrli o &c. fiom the Bible in the 

all the other parts of those^rTfce^ wiU h attention t0 

a knowledge of the Word r f r \ nelp immensely to such 
to lead to in the minds of tb T ° ( aS We bave been desiring 
upon this, but a great dicr 6 ^ OUn ^’ ^ should like to dwell 
result, though it would all 'i eSSlon vvou ld of necessity be the 
With young children a few" UP ° n ° Ur leadin £ P oint ' 
well spent in a sort of Bible T now and then wou ld be 
should be the intelligent and ? which the chief feature 
t erses, phrases, names and word's t^ 1 ? ° f books > cha P ters ’ 

In the “ handling of the 
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Bible, which has been repeatedly advocated, it is well to 
teach children that the legitimate and careful wearing out of 
any Bible we may be using is never to be regretted, while 
we guard against the irreverent use of what are called 
school Bibles, merely because they are cheap. The Bible 
is the Bible, whether it be on a Church lectern, or on a 
schoolroom desk, and the purpose of using either kind, is the 
getting of its contents into our minds and hearts. But 
carelessness is no more to be permitted in the use of the 
School Bible, than in the use of the great Church Bible. 

It is well in this connection to give a caution against 
suffering undue familiarity with Bible phrases and words. 
We have no right for example to speak of “taking the name 
in vain” of any one whom we may chance to have mentioned, 
because that phrase is for ever associated with the Name in 
the third commandment. And jokes on Biblical words and 
subjects should be prohibited, for the sake of reverence, and 
because they impair the proper use of Scripture quotation. 

It need not discourage parents and teachers that there is 
so much to be learnt if the Bible is to be read and studied as 
a whole. It is a helpful fact — may it not be called 
providential r — that the Bible is attractive to children as no 
other book is, unless their taste has been vitiated, or they 
have been prejudiced by others against it. The appetite for 
religious story-books as the sole reading of children on 
Sunday is most unhealthy, and it is thought that it is usually 
cquired through the unwise preferences and suggestions of 


a* 


grown-up persons. 

In drawing to a conclusion, I do not think I can do better 
than to direct the attention of readers of this magazine to 
some excellent paragraphs on the teaching of t le 1 e o 
the young, which are to be found in the latter part o 
Miss y Mason’s book on Home Education. It is impossi e 
to exaggerate the value in regard to general educat on of. 
competent knowledge of the W ord o rot ’ aa f that 

needful to remember that we have not been th.nkrng of tl. 

which can be laid aside when an education .s^supp^ o be 

rut of all that is meant for l.fe and g odhness 
■swords, “Search the Scriptures fo Tin ^ them y 


“finished," but of all that is meant for life and 

words, “ Search the Scriptures, for in thwn 

think ye have eternal life, and they are they »« 

of Me.” 


our Saviour 


